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JANUARY MEETING
SELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT UPDATE
MEETING
Dr. Jamie Warner, MU, will be the speaker at our
January 26,6 pm meeting at the Ponderosa restaurant
on Rt. 60 East of Huntington. She will discuss issues
concerning the selection of the president of the U.S.
The meeting will give us the opportunity to hear a
discussion of these issues in preparation for our
concurrence to update our national position on the
selection of the president. Come join with us in our
reserved meeting room whether you can eat with us or
not
Watch for the January/February LWVUS
VOTER for your concurrence form. The concurrence
statement we will agree to or disagree with reads, “The
League of Women Voters believes that the directpopular-vote method for electing the President and
Vice-President is essential to representative
government. The League of Women Voters believes,
therefore, that the Electoral College should be
abolished. The League also supports uniform voting
qualifications and procedures for presidential elections.
The League supports changes in the presidential
election system - from the candidate selection process
to the general election to provide voters with sufficient
information about candidates and their positions,
public policy issues and the selection process itself. The
League supports action to ensure that the media,
political parties, candidates, and all levels of
government achieve these goals and provide that
information.” The May/June and Sept./Oct. issues of
the LWVUS VOTER have featured background
information on this topic. On request, Helen Gibbins,
736-3287 or Pihbins@.ezwv.com, will provide you with
more information.
The proposed updated position continues to
support direct election of the President and the
abolition of the Electoral College. However, in the past
30 years, much has changed in the presidential
selection process and we need to define and measure
our values against other factors that appear to have
dramatically altered the process. Today, the process of
selecting the president is dominated by questions of
campaign strategy and campaign finance, the role of
the parties in the primaries and caucuses leading up to
the convention, the role of the media and the effect of
developing technologies. If the League's concerns
include encouraging the best candidates and promoting
the highest participation by informed voters, we need

to understand the impact of the process on those
values.
HOW THE POSITION MIGHT BE APPLIED
(Prepared by Carol Smith, LWVUS task force)
The following are some examples of how the
proposed new position may be applied. However, we
must keep in mind that the LWVUS Board determines
how national positions-may be applied and we must
check with LWVUS’s National Grassroots Lobbying
Coordinator before taking action using the proposed
new position, if it is approved through the concurrence
process.
The Primaries: The proposed new position should
enable LWV boards to determine whether the
primaries in any given year are too many, too skewed,
or even too few. Parties could be encouraged to limit
the number of primaries (an important factor in the
increasing costs of elections), or to move them to a later
date altogether, thus shortening the time between the
selection of a candidate with sufficient delegates to win
the nomination and the convention and general
election. The LWVUS could take the lead by
addressing the national parties, and State Leagues
could address their parties and legislatures on the
subject.
The Media: Polling tells us that one major reason
people do not vote is a lack of information on the
candidates and ballot measures. All levels of League
could encourage the media to provide more public
affairs programming, free air time, and/or require that
to be a condition of licensing of local broadcast stations.
They could encourage more debates and more
programming in general on political and civic affairs.
Print media could be lobbied to include more voter
information, from candidate positions to how to obtain
an absentee ballot. All levels of League could work
with their local media, print, and non-print, to help
them understand their" role in building a participatory
democracy.
The Internet: The most important issues relating to
the use of the Internet and other electronic
communications involve access, privacy, and accuracy
of information. There is an additional question about
the speed with which information (particularly
misinformation) can spread. While it may be
premature to advocate government regulation, these
issues need to be evaluated and League at all levels
should be aware and observant of these questions as
campaigns develop. Additionally, Leagues at all levels
could work with Internet information sources, such as

local governments, educational institutions and
civically orientated community w^eb sites, to provide
more voter information geared to their local
community.
Presidential Check-Off: All levels of League could
work on raising the public’s awareness of the purpose
of the Presidential Check-Off on their taxes and
encourage them to participate in the public financing
system through educational programs and Letters to
the Editor, etc.
Education: In the end, the best defense in any
electoral system is an educated voter, but in the same
30-year period of change in the presidential election
process, school systems throughout the nation have
been dropping their civics requirements. State and
local Leagues could advocate the development of civic
courses in schools on how the electoral process and
American government itself works in a system of
separated powers. Most of all, the League could
provide education on how dramatically the Presidential
selection process changed and how it might be
impacted in the future by the Internet and an evolving
media.

TRIBUTES
We were all saddened by the sudden death of
Clair Matz and we will miss him. We in the League
were fortunate in knowing him both as a friend and as
an expert on international relations. Without his
leadership, we would not have been aware of the
conditions around the world and the forces and foreign
policies that govern them. ’’Passionate” is the adjective
that best describes Clair’s approach, and his
contributions have been lauded from people who live
both locally and all over the country. At the memorial
service for Clair, Barbara Matz evocated the theme of
Clair’s life by saying, “Keep his memory alive by
working for peace.” A contribution was given to the
League in Clair’s honor.
Dorothy Polan was also a long time member of the
League. She was instrumental in starting the
Huntington Museum of Art, and continued throughout
heFlifeTfo~el^and aTrls educatidri7“Th€^im’pacrsbe iiiiadeF
will have lasting effects in the Huntington Area.

CALENDAR

Jan. 26,6 pm, Ponderosa Restaurant; Selection of the
President
Jan. 30,1 am, ”By the People”, PBS
Feb. 14 Birthday of the League of Women Voters
Feb. 15,5-6 pm, NBC-TV, LWVUS sponsored debate
among Democrat candidates for President
Feb. 21,10 am. West Huntington Library, Title IX,
meeting with AAUW and Negro Business and
Professional Women
Feb. 23, Board meeting, Beverly Hills Presbyterian
-T^hurch
----------------—
~
FEBRUARY MEETING, TITLE IX
Title IX will be the topic for our annual joint
meeting with Negro Business & Professional Women
and American Association of University Women on
Saturday February 15 at 10 am at the West Huntington
Library. The speaker will be David Ridpath, formerly
MU Athletic Compliance Officer, currently Director of
Judicial Affairs.
Though Title IX prohibits gender discrimination
in all aspects of education, it is best known for creating
opportunities for women and girls in athletics. Since its
passage 32 years ago, over 150,000 women have
participated in NCAA sanctioned sports. During that
same time, female high school athletes have increased
from 294,000 to 2.8 million.
The League and AAUW have both supported Title
IX, working for its passage in 1972 and opposing
challenges to its provisions.
---- “

“ ^WELCOMPTNEW^MEMBERS
Mikala Shremshock, student at MU and Kheng
McGuire, executive director of the United Way.

LWV is a nonpartisan organization that
encourages the informed and active participation of
citizens in government and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
Membership in the League is open to women and
men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax deductible, are
$40 individual, $55 for two in one household, and $24
for students.
To join, send your check to: Ann Spear, Treasurer,
706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701
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